Press release one (positive/neutral article on students and student housing): 

[Insert name of SU President/sabbatical], President of [insert Student Union Name], said:

"We welcome any initiative aimed at raising standards of student housing in our community. We fully support students being an active part of our community and want to engage with all the local community and authorities to ensure that we can achieve this."
Ben Whittaker, NUS Vice President for Welfare, said:

“It is vital that any institution expanding in size is required to work in partnership with local authorities and students’ unions to assess where students will be living and to have an obligation to provide at least some purpose built student accommodation.

“We will continue to support the right for students to be able to make educated choices about their housing and to be treated as equal citizens in their communities. We welcome the Government’s announcement to raise the AST (Assured Shorthold Tenancy) annual rental income threshold from £25,000 to £100,000 by April, as has been promised in the past as well as more robust regulation of letting agents.”

Press release two (in defence against media attacks on students):

[Insert name of SU President/sabbatical], President of [insert Student Union Name], said:

“It is a shame that still students are not being seen as an integral part of our community. Students give a substantial amount back to our communities and it is unfair to treat them as outsiders.”
Ben Whittaker, NUS Vice President for Welfare, said:

“NUS believes that students have a right to be treated as equal, valued members of their community, with the same rights and responsibilities as their neighbours. 

“NUS is strongly in favour of ensuring local authorities have the powers to ensure balance in communities and sustainable housing stock. However, we will always vehemently oppose any attempts to introduce measures looking to push students – or any other groups - out to the fringes of their communities. 

“It has been confirmed that this legislation will not be retrospective. This means that it will not have an impact on current Houses of Multiple Occupancy. Therefore, now more than ever, it is important for us to highlight that it is partnership work, education, volunteering and engagement that can really make a difference to the towns and cities already classified as ‘studentified’ not legislation.”

Press release three (in response to local authorities looking to ‘plan students out’):

[Insert name of SU President/sabbatical], President of [insert Student Union Name], said:

“Students must be consulted on any changes that are made in relation to where they will and will not be able to live.” 

Ben Whittaker, NUS Vice President for Welfare, said:

“If local authorities believe that they can use these powers to stop students from being able to live in accessible, affordable accommodation, they are mistaken. NUS will be supporting local Students’ Unions in order to prevent this from happening. Students are an important part of our communities, and elected officials and local authorities should remember this when they make decisions about planning regulations.”

